
Top tools for painting a room

These are some of the tools you will need to get the finish right!

Over the years I have used a variety of tools in differing price ranges to get the job done. Some have worked 
and some have been a waste of time. I have found that cheap tools don’t wear or last as well and will cost 
you time as well as well as not giving you the best finish. Having said that it doesn’t mean you have to pay 
top money for tools either. Start with something mid-range and look after your tools and they will serve you 
well. These are the tools you will need to get your painting job done.

Paintbrushes-
Ideally a minimum of a couple of brushes between 1/2 inch (12mm ) and 3 inch (75mm.) I tend to use a 
3inch brush for applying emulsion as this gives me maximum coverage and use smaller brushes for harder to
reach areas or fiddly bits of wood work. You are better off investing in a pack of quality brushes and looking
after them than getting new cheap brushes each time you do a project.

Paint Roller and Tray-
When painting larger areas such as walls or ceilings it’s best to use a paint roller for maximum coverage. 
You can get packs which include a tray with them. There are mini rollers and trays which are good for doing 
smaller jobs such as painting behind radiators or sometimes I use them for bathrooms where you don’t have 

a lot of space .



Dustsheets-
I don’t attempt a single decorating job without siting a dust sheet. These are an absolute must. You can use 
old sheets if you don’t want to invest in a new dust sheet. I prefer to use plastic backed sheets so that there is 

no risk if paint does drop onto them, or the paint soaking through and onto the floor .

Plastic Sheet-
You can pick up a roll of this fairly cheaply on Amazon or at DIY stores. This is good for protecting 

furniture as it can be taped into place. I re-use what I can to prevent too much impact on the environment .

Masking Tape-
This is great for taping plastic sheeting into place and can be used to protect edges of windows, door handles,

etc .

Sandpaper-
Sandpaper is vital to help create the best possible finish. It’s available in a range of different grades 
according to what it is that you are trying to achieve. The higher the grade the more fine the finish (so best to
be used for delicate work.) 

Step Ladder-
It’s worth investing in a good set of steps to help you do your work. you will need to be able to reach into 
corners and edges and the best finish is often achieved by being able to get close to what you are painting so 

you can get the best result .

Filling Knife-
A filling knife is best for applying filler to cracks and holes. The flexible blade of the knife helps to apply the

filler paste smoothly without risk of damage to the wall .


